
Thistle Stop Café Nashville, with
daughter Abi

Back in the USA!
It’s several years since I’ve toured in the States - my book Occupied Territories was
published by IVP US and they asked me for a promotional tour, which we linked to
the album Something for the Soul.

The tour began in the Thistle Stop Café in Nashville, and ended in the Prince of
Peace Catholic Community Church in Albuquerque.

Nashville, Tennessee
It was great to be back doing a gig in Nashville.
The café is operated by Thistle Farms, a social
enterprise run by women who have survived lives
of addiction, trafficking and prostitution on the
streets – a great place to start a tour, standing
beside Thistle Farm's slogan “Love Heals”.

The tour then ended quite literally on the streets
of Albuquerque, as we went out with the food
truck from Joy Junction Homeless Shelter to offer
food, blankets, children’s toys and books to the
poor and homeless of Albuquerque.

It seemed important to frame the tour in these contexts as a reminder of a side of
America that is often not seen.

North Carolina

http://www.garthhewitt.org
http://www.amostrust.org/resources/books/occupied-territories/
http://www.garthhewitt.org/product/something-for-the-soul/
http://www.thistlestopcafe.org
http://popabq.org
http://www.joyjunction.org


From Nashville Gill and I
went to North Carolina,
with concerts in Chapel
Hill, Burlington and
Raleigh supported by
Baptists, Presbyterians
and Episcopalians – all
organized by the
Coalition for Peace with
Justice, run for many
years by Mary Lou

Leiser-Smith. Mary Lou is a longtime friend of Amos Trust and feels that Amos and
CPWJ are very close - not least because both are committed to many of the same
projects in Palestine. These concerts were very moving - in Binkley Baptist Church,
Chapel Hill, I sang with a children’s choir, which added its own special dimension! It
was great fun and rather moving.

After I’d sung ‘Tell ‘em About the Dream Martin’, about the march on Washington
where Martin Luther King gave the ‘I Have a Dream’ speech, a man came up to me
and told me he had been there that day nearly 52 years ago. I was relieved and
encouraged when he said that the song faithfully reflects the mood of that day. He
also told me that Binkley Baptist Church had been strongly involved in the Civil
Rights Movement – a great heritage.

Then in the concert at Raleigh it was special to sing the Broken Heart of Gaza with
a Gazan family in the audience who had got out a few years ago, and see how
deeply affected they were by the song.

California

http://peace-with-justice.org
http://www.amostrust.org
http://www.binkleychurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5YCic77JHQ


outdoor concert at De Anza College - it
rained despite California's drought!

From there we flew across to Cupertino, by
San Jose, perhaps best known these days for
Apple who are based a few yards down the
street from St Jude’s Church where we were
hosted by Rev’d Wilma Jacobsen.

I did an informal lunchtime concert in De Anza
College. We were warmly received and invited
to go along to a ‘Black Lives Matter’ event
happening on campus. Whilst we were in the
US there were protests right across the States
about the events taking place in Baltimore. It
gave special poignancy to ‘Tell ‘em About the
Dream Martin’ – the words of Martin Luther
King had a significant relevance in the context
of all that was happening.

From Cupertino we went to a Hispanic church down in East Los Angeles, the
Church of the Epiphany where I did the sermon spot with songs in a beautiful
service led by the priest Tom Carey, who for many years had been a rock singer
and an actor - his sensitive way of leading the service reflected these skills.

The next night it was a more intimate gathering in a community center; the group
there gathered out of an interest in Palestine.

Albuquerque, New Mexico

http://www.saintjudes.org
http://epiphany.ladiocese.org


In concert at Joy Junction Homeless Shelter,
Albuquerque

From here we went to
Albuquerque which included a
concert at Joy Junction Homeless
Shelter run by another longtime
friend Jeremy Reynalds, and then
the final concert at Prince of Peace
Catholic Community Church.

At that one, when I asked Father
Mike Shea before the service how
he would like me to play it, he said,
“Just tell my people about the
Palestinians."

Since Occupied Territories is subtitled “The Revolution of Love from Bethlehem to
the Ends of the Earth”, and starts with words about the birth of the Prince of Peace,
to finish the tour in the Prince of Peace Church was very special.

This concert had a meditative feel - and then everyone stood at the end to bless
myself and Gill, which was an extraordinary moment.

The spirit of the tour was very much the spirit of what we are trying to do with Amos
and at St Clement’s, and it was a linking or reuniting with allies we’ve made through
the years who are passionately committed to justice, the way of love and the
principles of the community of God.

Prayer

http://www.joyjunction.org
http://popabq.org
http://www.amostrust.org/resources/books/occupied-territories/


I am writing this newsletter between Pentecost and Trinity Sunday so here is a
prayer, partly taken from my book 'Towards the Dawn', for this time in the Church’s
year.

O Holy Trinity, God of community, 
open our eyes to your ways, 
open our hearts to your love, 
and open our minds to your attitude, 
where all are invited and all are welcomed 
and where the healing hope of the Easter gospel becomes a reality. 
May we make the ways of God visible in our world 
as we play our part in the community of love and justice, 
what Jesus called the kingdom of God. 
So may we walk away from the excluding views of the past 
strengthened by the Spirit of Pentecost 
to live and work to bring your peace 
and to make your values visible in our world. 
Amen

click here for your copy of Garth's album

 

click here for your copy of
Garth's book
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This newsletter is supported by The Garth Hewitt Foundation 
If this is the first time you have received it, WELCOME, and thank you for signing

up!

Let us know what you enjoy about Garth's newsletter - email

isobel@garthhewitt.org
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