
Come home Mar Gregorios
In early January I was in Swanwick at the Conference of Christians Aware doing a
concert. A friend of mine, Aziz Nour, came up and asked if he could talk to me
afterwards. Aziz is an Iraqi Christian from Mosul, a member of the Syrian Orthodox
Church, and I had met him through the years at various events and particularly
when we were both on the board of Living Stones of the Holy Land Trust.

On this occasion Aziz wanted to talk to me about a personal friend of his, the Syrian
Orthodox Archbishop of Aleppo, who was kidnapped three years ago. Aziz spoke
about the Syrian Orthodox Church whose members are in Iraq and Syria, and told
me about the kidnapping of his friend, Mar Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim. I had heard
that two Archbishops had been kidnapped three years ago, but knew very little of
the details. Aziz explained to me that Mar Gregorios had been going with
Archbishop Paul Yazigi to try to buy the freedom of two of their priests. Aziz was
with him the morning they left and indeed asked him not to go as he felt it was
unwise - but the Archbishop felt that he must work for the release of his priests.
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Archbishop of Aleppo, Mar Gregorios
Yohanna Ibrahim

Since then nothing has been heard about
the Archbishops or the priests. People
believe they are still alive because they could
be exchanged for large sums of money. Aziz
is pretty sure that they are with either ISIS or
the Al-Nusra Front. In either case, that is an
alarming thought.

Aziz has put together a book of comments
from Christian leaders around the world,
particularly those who knew Mar Gregorios,
and he asked me if I would write a song
about him for inclusion in the book. I was hesitant at first as it seemed quite a big
task and difficult to get it right. Aziz wanted it to be a song where people would be
able to sing the chorus like in others of my songs.

Thinking about it and getting material from Aziz made me more and more
conscious of our sisters and brothers who come from such ancient
churches. Churches that even use the Aramaic language in their liturgies -
the very language that Jesus spoke.

Ancient Christian tradition



Several times when leading Holy Land pilgrimages I’ve taken groups to the Syrian
Orthodox Church of St Mark in Jerusalem, where an Iraqi nun has spoken to us.
I’ve been moved by the stories she tells. There’s a painting there, of an icon, that
she says was made by St Luke. Whether that's true or not I don’t know, but you can
feel a strong sense of history and a Christian tradition that we know all too little
about.

The nun finishes off her talk with some words that I particularly like - she says,
“Let’s go downstairs to the Upper Room”. There are a few candidates for the Upper
Room in Jerusalem, and this is one of them. The buildings all around now means
that this one is to be reached by going down from the church. There she prays the
Lord's Prayer in Aramaic - the very language Jesus spoke - it is a very moving and
special moment.

I remember when Elias Chacour first came to Greenbelt he spoke about the
meaning of the Aramaic in the Sermon on the Mount. I was next to a Bishop who
said, "Nonsense, no one knows Aramaic - it is no longer spoken." But these ancient
churches have an ancient history and some even use Aramaic in their liturgy. We
have much to learn from them.

If you want to read a book which gives an insight into the Christians of the Middle
East, William Dalrymple’s book, "On the Holy Mountain" is both highly informative
and also deeply moving. In it he meets Mar Gregarious and they have a great
encounter when Mar Gregorios explains to William that they are going to have a
Stylite in their Cathedral (a monk who stands on a pillar). It’s both genuinely funny,
and yet brings out the tremendous sense of history that is present in the Middle
Eastern churches.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stylite


Monastery of St. Elijah founded in 590

Recording the song Come Home (Mar Gregorios)

I had to write the song quickly in order to meet the deadline for the book. As I read
the words of different people talking about the Archbishop, I felt I caught a glimpse
of him. And I often felt moved and lit candles and prayed for these captives. Then I
had to record the song as soon as possible; I was down in Braunton in North Devon
for a weekend where I discovered that the vicar of the parish church in Georgeham,
Mike Newbon, had been Studio Manager of ICC studios in Eastbourne for many
years and now had his own small studio in his house.

So I went and recorded the song there. My daughter-in-law, Eils, is a great vocalist
and I asked if she would help with the backing vocals, and she did a fantastic job.
We then brought in her three children - my grandchildren Harley, Caitlin and Aisha,
and they also sang beautifully, and I think bring the song to a very good conclusion.
Mike added some bass and Nashville High Strung Guitar.

Download Come Home (Mar Gregorios) for free - click here 
We are making the song available as a free download to enable people to think
about the situation of the Archbishops and the others who are captive, and also to
pray for the ancient churches of the Middle East, but also all people, whether
minorities like the Yazidis, the Shia, and Alawites, or the Sunni majority - all have
suffered and continue to suffer.

Not a church bell has rung, not a mass has been said...
Aziz himself comes from Mosul in Northern Iraq,
not far from Aleppo, and apparently the Orient
Express used to run between those two towns.
Since ISIS took over Mosul on the 10th of June
2014, as Aziz tells it, “Not a church bell has rung,
not a mass has been said.”

Also ISIS have destroyed Iraq’s oldest Christian
monastery, as ISIS tries to eradicate the traces of Christianity from the region - the
monastery had been there for nearly 1500 years.

http://www.gd-media.org/garthhewitt
http://www.gd-media.org/garthhewitt


These are the lyrics of the song, which I hope people will use as a prayer for the
Archbishops and the other captives, and also to remember the ancient churches
and all those who suffer at this time

Come Home (Mar Gregorios)

Come home Mar Gregorios - we wait for you each day 
Come home Mar Gregorios - come and show the way 
You’re our shepherd, you’re our prophet, you’re our peacemaker too 
Come home Mar Gregorios - we wait and pray for you.

Mar Gregorios, Mar Gregorios 
Mar Gregorios, Lord hear our cry 
Mar Gregorios, Mar Gregorios 
Mar Gregorios, Lord hear our cry.

There’s a stone wall of silence since you’ve been away 
A stone wall of silence – let’s roll that stone away 
We need you - so we’re waiting for your resurrection day 
Come home Mar Gregorios – let’s roll that stone away.

Mar Gregorios, Mar Gregorios 
Mar Gregorios, Lord hear our cry

Come home Mar Gregorios – to this deeply wounded place 
Archbishop of Aleppo - bring your music and your grace 
Bring Archbishop Paul Yazigi, and the other captives too 
Come home Mar Gregorios – bring them all with you.

Mar Gregorios, Mar Gregorios 
Mar Gregorios, Lord hear our cry

Prayer - Make a difference in the world



This is a prayer that I really like - I find it very helpful

May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers 
half-truths, superficial relationships, 
so that you will live deep within your heart.

May God bless you with anger at injustice, 
oppression and exploitation of people, 
so that you will work for justice, equity and peace.

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer 
from pain, rejection, starvation and war 
so that you will reach out your hand to comfort them and change their pain
to joy

And may God bless you with the foolishness to think that you can 
make a difference in the world 
so the you will do the things which others tell you cannot be done.

Source Unknown 
Canada
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