
Click the photo for youtube version of Garth
singing 'I Didn't Speak Up' during the Strange
Weapons tour

I Didn't Speak Up
My youngest son Joe sent me an email a
few weeks back saying, “You have to sing I
Didn’t Speak Up at every concert at the
moment.” I Didn’t Speak Up is available on
Songs from the Fifth Gospel and was
originally on the album Blood Brothers
which I did with Ben Okafor - you can hear
Ben playing and singing with me on the
recorded version.

I Didn’t Speak Up was sparked off by well
known words of Pastor Neimoller who was imprisoned during the Second World
War under Hitler. When he was released he said these words: “When they came for
the Communist I didn’t speak up because I was not a Communist; when they came
for the Jew I didn’t speak up because I was not a Jew…" and so it goes on and then
he says, “But when they came for me there was no one left to speak up.”

I use his words for two verses of the song. I originally wrote it for a weekend where I
was doing a talk for a local Amnesty meeting, and also to support a refugee who
had sought sanctuary in a church up in Hulme in Manchester. I extended the words
that Pastor Neimoller had spoken, and I said, “When they came for the Muslim I
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Muslim,” and, “When they came for the
Palestinian I didn’t speak up because I was not a Palestinian."

Joe, who lives in the United States, is quite right that I need to be singing this song
at the moment. With the terrible criticism of Muslim and Mexican, there is a hatred
of 'the other' at the moment that is being fostered.

Lord Dubs' Amendment
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So too in our own country - the disgraceful rejection this week of Lord Dubs'
Amendment - so that instead of taking the 3000 child refugees we have taken just
over 300, leaving the others to roam the streets of Europe in tremendous danger,
some trying to get back to Calais, some in the dreadful circumstances of Dunkirk.

I find it deeply heartbreaking; we seem to have become a very nasty country, proud
of keeping 'the other' out. I wrote a song last year called Little Boy Down, it was the
story of Aylan Kurdi, the little lad who was found drowned on the beach. I put the
song in my Christmas album Peace at Christmas because the Christmas story has
a very sad part to it - the killing of young babies in Bethlehem because Herod is
worried that someone will usurp his power; so Mary, Joseph and Jesus had to flee
to protect the life of Jesus - down they went, through Gaza and into North Africa.

Years ago I wrote a song called Isaiah 58 - my son Tom was working with a street
children’s project of that name. The song was sparked off by the death of one of the
street children, called Siseiko Sisulu. They hadn’t managed to get him off the
streets and he got terribly beaten up. Tom was called in the middle of the night and
got him to the hospital, but sadly he died. So my song Isaiah 58 is all about doing
justice. The second verse is about when Jesus came to Africa where he found
shelter as a refugee.

Siseiko Sisulu, they killed him on the street 
Fourteen years old but they killed him on the street, 
Treated him like nothing, treated him like dirt, 
But he was loved and precious to the very heart of God.

Isaiah 58, Isaiah 58, 
You’re not nobody, you’re somebody at Isaiah 58, Isaiah 58

When Jesus came to Africa he was a refugee, 
But he found food and shelter when he was a refugee; 
And I believe he’s grateful, he’s grateful to this day, 
“You’re not nobody, you’re somebody,” is what I hear him say.

Isaiah 58, Isaiah 58, 
You’re not nobody, you’re somebody at Isaiah 58, Isaiah 58
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In the song Little Boy Down the chorus goes:

What we gonna do, will we close our eyes 
What we gonna do, keep 'em out, let 'em die 
Or return them to the country from which they’ve had to flee 
Tonight I think God is watching you and me

That I believe very deeply - God is watching how we respond. And those of us who
walk the Christian road know the values of the kingdom of God, the community of
justice that should show love to our neighbour. Now is the time to speak up.

We will find different ways to express our concern, but let’s not be the silent ones.
Whether it’s over refugees, or whether it’s over the historical mistreatment of the
Palestinians.

The Balfour Declaration
This year is the 100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, which stated,

"His Majesty's government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a
national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate
the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be
done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in Palestine..."

Alex Awad, pastor and academic with whom our groups would meet regularly at
Bethlehem Bible College, has written an open letter to Prime Minister Theresa May
telling of his family’s story and of the impact of the Balfour Declaration on his
people. He is asking for action from Britain who acted in a colonial way to deprive
him and his people of their land and their homes. Click here to read Alex Awad's
letter. 
And then Abdelfattah Abusrour, founder and director of Al-Rowwad Centre for
Culture and Arts, one of our partners in Palestine from the Aida refugee camp, has
also written an open letter to her - he too asks for Theresa May to listen to his story.
Click here to read Abdelfattah Abusrour's letter. 
I think many others will write to her, and maybe we can do the same - write to her,
and to our local MPs, perhaps sharing their letters, just saying - what are we going
to do when one section of the Balfour Declaration was completely ignored and still
is completely ignored? It is a failure of British colonialism to take someone’s land
with no compensation. But something could be done - this could be the year to
bring peace to the Holy Land - but that peace will only come when there is justice
for the Palestinians. Then both communities, Palestinian and Israelis, can enjoy
peace and security.
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When people spoke up - the anti-war protest in London,
February 15, 2003

I suspect in these uncertain
times this may be a year when we
have to speak up quite often. But
that is ok - we will simply be
affirming the value of everyone
made in the image of God.

My daughter in Nashville has been
demonstrating with a large women’s
group and then they go to the
mosque to build friendships and to
show their support, and so new

friendships are being made, humanity is being affirmed.

Let’s stay steady - because we know the way of the Prince of Peace, we
know the way of justice that brings hope.

Garth is out and about again now with his Strange Weapons Tour - 
click here to find out where he will be, 

and also to see venues for the autumn Against the Grain Tour

follow Garth on Twitter
here

 

buy Garth's book
on the theology
of justice here

 

buy Songs from the Fifth
Gospel double CD here

 

follow Garth on Facebook
here
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