
Twilight

Church of the Nativity, Manger Square, Bethlehem

On the Moonrise album
(released 2010) I recorded a
song called Twilight.

I started writing it in
Bethlehem, somewhere
around Easter. I was in the
lovely Casa Nova Hotel which
is situated right next to the
Church of the Nativity in
Manger Square. Down the
other end of the square is the
Mosque of Omar – hence a
mention in the lyrics to the
prayer call.

Twilight is upon us, 
Evening shadows fall, 
Like the closing of a curtain, 
The sound of the prayer call

It was a beautiful quiet evening, and because it was Easter time, the story of the
road to Emmaus was on my mind. So the chorus uses some words from that Easter
day encounter with Jesus from Luke’s Gospel (ch 24),

Didn’t our hearts burn within us, 
Didn’t our hearts burn within us, 
At the breaking of the bread 
We recognise him again
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Those words said in wonder and surprise by the disciples at Emmaus, can still be
words that we say as we recognise Christ in our worship or in the actions of people
in our society. I realise that when I recorded it, I sang ‘recognised’ in the past
tense like the disciples that evening, but more often now I leave off the ‘d’
and think of the ways we still recognise the impact of the way of Jesus.

Click here for a meditational clip of Twilight

Immwas, early 20th century

Emmaus

What of the village of
Emmaus (sometimes
called Immwas or
Amwas) and what
does it say to today's
Palestine? 
I write about it briefly in
my book Pilgrims and
Peacemakers P149.
There are 4 candidates
for the village of
Emmaus – the most
likely was one
destroyed by the
Israelis in 1967 next to
Yalu and Beit Nuba -
two villages also
destroyed. The

villagers were expelled and Canada Park, a recreation centre, was built over them. 
There was another suggested site for Emmaus - this was the village of Qalunieh.
This too was a Palestinian village that was destroyed in 1948, situated just off the
modern highway to Tel Aviv. There is nothing to view at this site but it does seem to
be about the right geographical distance for the disciples to have returned to
Jerusalem that night.

An Israeli reporter, Amos Kenan, was with the Israeli army when the three villages
of Immwas, Yalu and Beit Nuba, were destroyed in '67 and he wrote a report of the
razing of these villages - he describes how the villages were beautiful and the
houses and the trees, but "with one sweep of the bulldozer, the cypresses and the
olive trees were uprooted. Ten or more minutes pass and the house with its
meagre furnishings and belongings had become a mass of rubble... The fields were
turned to desolation before our eyes and the children who dragged themselves
along the road that day weeping bitterly, will be the fedayeen of nineteen years
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hence. This is how that day we lost the victory." (Amos Kenan, Israel, A Victory
Wasted) 
For more information, read Ilan Pappe, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, p 169

So Emmaus, moving and inspirational, as we read the Bible story, but two of the
possible sites of the village are scenes of pain and suffering and ethnic cleansing in
'48 and '67.

The room is empty and so is the heart

Many of you may resonate with these thoughts written by a friend of ours
recently, and I think the prayers below follow on and speak to this.

“Six weeks ago tomorrow I ceased driving, going shopping; seeing friends and
family, singing with my choir and attending my yoga class. I am now struggling with
the loss. Maintaining one’s emotional wellbeing is a challenge as the hole left by
absence of face to face family relationships especially, is not possible to fill. One
can distract oneself for only so long. Technology can bring us together but in the
end the room is empty and so is the heart.”

Gill and I on Sunday mornings, courtesy of zoom, join our London church, St
Botolph’s Aldgate, and on the third Sunday after Easter the theme was the
journey to Emmaus. 
The vicar, Rev. Laura Jørgensen, led these very helpful prayers.

Emmaus Road II by Daniel Bonnell - with thanks



God with healing in your wings

Loving God, we thank you that you meet us and love us just as we are. 
And as you opened the eyes of the disciples who had travelled to Emmaus, 
And empowered them to live the good news - 
So also open our eyes to recognise your love for us and all your people, 
Help us to recognise the value in all people, 
And help us to hear from those whose voices often go unheard.

We thank you for your love. 
May we show your love to others

God, with healing in your wings, 
You journey alongside those who are unwell, 
Offering support and care, 
We pray for those who are ill, 
Those who are in hospital, 
Those who are on ventilators, 
Those whose treatment for other illnesses has been delayed - 
Who may be anxious at this time, 
And those whose mental health is suffering during lockdown.

We thank you for your love. 
May we show your love to others

Eternal God, enfold in your love those who have died, 
Comfort the bereaved in their shock and grief, 
And be with those who are mourning alone, 
Without the comfort of human warmth and touch.

We thank you for your love. 
May we show your love to others

Compassionate God, we pray for all those in the health professions, 
Social services, probation, housing and voluntary agencies, 
That they may be filled with fortitude, wisdom 
And patience in their work.

We thank you for your love. 
May we show your love to others

Gentle God, we pray for carers, giving thanks for their dedication, 
Be with them in their daily routines, in care homes or visiting people’s homes,
Support them in any anxiety or fear, 
May they know the fullness of your love.



We thank you for your love. 
May we show your love to others

God of justice, we thank you that you care passionately about justice and
righteousness. 
We pray for governments and nations, 
For wisdom in their response to the pandemic, 
And that their actions may always be guided by 
Principles of justice and compassion.

We thank you for your love. 
May we show your love to others

God of all, grant that we may work for a fairer society in the coming months and
years, 
Bringing a world that is fairer, more compassionate, and filled with kindness, 
To work to end poverty, job insecurity or unemployment.

We thank you for your love. 
May we show your love to others

Loving God, we thank you that you guide and sustain us. 
May we enable all to feel valued and able to contribute. 
We are grateful for the way you have brought us together to be your body, 
Our hearts gathered today even though we are far apart.

We thank you for your love. 
May we show your love to others

With thanks to Rev Laura Jørgensen, St Botolph's Aldgate

Closing Prayer - Give Us Hope



When sorrow darkens our world, give us light. 
When despair numbs our souls, give us hope. 
When we stumble and fall, lift us up. 
When doubts assail us, give us faith. 
When nothing seems sure, give us trust. 
When ideals fade, give us vision. 
When we lose our way, be our guide 
That we may find serenity in Your presence, 
And purpose in doing Your will.

From Grace Cathedral San Francisco - with thanks

Twilight is available on the album
Moonrise, still a few copies left - order
yours here

Twilight is also included on Songs
From the Fifth Gospel, a double album
of songs, prayers and stories about
the Land once known as ‘holy’ - order
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your copy here
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