
The whole world is one village, we are all equal.

Click here for the song Light a
Candle in the Darkness

In early lockdown I sent a newsletter with two or
three quotes (GHF Newsletter March 2020 - 3). It
was around the time that people were putting
candles in their windows as a sign of hope in the
time of coronavirus, so I re-released the song Light a
Candle in the Darkness and I included a quote from
Palestinian theologian Mitri Raheb from Bethlehem,
which was reminding us that we are "all in this
together - there is no difference between us, the
whole world is one village, we are all equal. Only
close cooperation to build a common future can
make a difference."

The new name of the game is inclusivity and equality.

Amos Partner Zoughbi Zoughbi from Wi'am Conflict Transformation Centre was
saying something very similar - he said, "This virus proves we are all one. We must
live together in peace working together for everyone's wellbeing, Israeli and
Palestinian, Jews, Muslims and Christians. There is no security in Israel unless
there is also security in Palestine. The new name of the game is inclusivity and
equality."

Whatever happened to "love your neighbour as yourself"?

Sadly this wonderful and hopeful attitude has not been shown as widely as
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one would hope. World leaders continue their aggression, whether it's the Saudis
attacking Yemen with the bombs we supply, or whether it's Israelis attacking Gaza.
Mistreatment of Dalits in India - or world leaders falling out with one another, or
indeed with their own people - like President Trump's verbal attacks on Black Lives
Matter. And now Armenia and Azerbaijan are in conflict again. Sometimes I simply
think, whatever happened to "love your neighbour as yourself"?

Creative Solidarity in Common Fragility

Last week I went to a very moving service for peace - on zoom. I'd been told about
it by Rev Dr Raj Bharat Patta. It was a special service for World Week for Peace in
Palestine/Israel 2020. It was held by the United Stockport Methodist Circuit, and its
theme was "Creative Solidarity in Common Fragility".

The speaker was Rifat Odeh Kassis,
Lutheran and General Coordinator of Kairos
Palestine. He mentioned that the new Kairos
document, A Cry for Hope, is both a vision and a
call for decisive action. He had strong words to
say about Britain's role in the destruction of
Palestine, for which this country has never
apologised, and he pointed out how Britain
never consulted Palestine. He talked of the
difficulty of this time where the international
community turns a blind eye to crimes - the
crimes of a racist apartheid state. He talked of the world's silence in the face of
catastrophe. He talked of the destruction of hundreds of villages in 1948, and the
elimination of three quarters of the population. He said more than 800,000 settlers
now live illegally in the West Bank. At the moment Jerusalemites are subject to
ethnic cleansing; he said killings, maimings, home demolitions are going on every
day. On average three Palestinian children are arrested daily - in the middle of the
night. But in the middle of this hopelessness comes an amazing 'Cry for Hope' from
the Christians of Palestine, affirming that non-violent resistance is both a right and a
duty. And the Cry for Hope document talks of practical ways that the Christian
community worldwide can raise this banner of peace and justice - because we
can't serve both God and the occupation of the Palestinian people.

Here is a link to the Cry for Hope document - please do sign to support if you
haven't yet.
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May we never be silent - May our churches never be
silent

Recently Sabeel-Kairos had a conference here in the UK with the title You Cannot
Serve God and the Occupation. After a deeply prophetic talk by Lutheran minister
from Bethlehem, Munther Isaac, I led a short worship section and I included in it a
liturgy based on the Cry for Hope document. This may be something you could use
in your churches or groups. It is a prayer, in the face of what is happening in
Palestine, with the response, May we never be silent - May our churches never
be silent.

You can click here to find the liturgy 
and here is a short section of it:

We cannot serve God while remaining silent about the oppression of the
Palestinians. 
So we challenge one another 
And all Christians and churches and all church leaders, 
To campaign and protest against the ongoing deprivation 
Of the rights of the Palestinian people 
May we never be silent - May our churches never be silent 
All are made in the image of God, so all should be treated equally 
May we never be silent - May our churches never be silent

A good example where the churches and church leadership
have not been silent!

The Archbishop of Wales and the Bishops of Bangor and St David's speak
out alongside others.

It's been very good to see the Archbishop of Wales, The Most Rev'd John D E
Davies, as the lead signatory on a recent Statement where Charities, Trade Unions,
Religious groups, and civil society organisations joined with the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign to speak out against Israel's plans to annex Palestinian land.

Signatories also included the Bishops of Bangor and St David's, Amos Trust, Pax
Christi - the Catholic peace and justice group, Sabeel-Kairos, the Iona Community,
the Muslim Association of Britain, and charities including War on Want, Israeli
Committee Against House Demolitions, and Campaign Against the Arms Trade, and
more than a dozen Unions.

The statement includes this paragraph: "We echo UN Special Rapporteur,
Professor Michael Lynk, in calling on the International community to ensure there is
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a cost to defying international law in the context of settlement expansion. This
mirrors Palestinian civil society calls for effective measures to stop annexation and
Israel's ongoing infringements on their human rights."

Have a look at the full list of signatories and full statement here

"I feel like we are a wounded rare species..."

Ahmed Masoud: End the Siege on Gaza

I received an article by Gaza writer, Director, academic and friend, Ahmed Masoud,
the other day. It was written at the end of August. Ahmed is based in the UK and
has been an Amos trustee.

I found this article extremely powerful as to what it feels like to live in Gaza. Ahmed
ends with these words, "I feel like we are wounded rare species who has been
hunted for a while and everyone is clapping for our demise."

This article is very honest and powerful and indicates what it feels like to be
betrayed and what it feels like to be living under the regular bombing of Gaza by
Israel. I found my response was a prayer.

Read Ahmed's full article End the Siege on Gaza here

Prayer for Gaza

Gaza

Lord we pray for Gaza 
Forgotten Gaza, courageous Gaza 
Standing alone and experiencing a brutal
blockade 
It is clearly a war crime 
We pray for justice to prevail, 
For the blockade to end, 
So that the people of Gaza 
May be free at last from all oppression 
And not have to live with betrayal,
brutality and bombing. 
Lord in your mercy - hear our prayer.
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A further look at what is already happening over annexation is this article by
writer and journalist Ben White on 20th September in Middle East Eye:

How Israel is waging war on Palestinians in Area C

"With the world distracted by Covid-19 and 'peace deals', Israel is seeking an
irreversible displacement in the occupied West Bank. A new report in the Israeli
publication Haaretz has shed fresh light on Israel's intensifying demolition campaign
in Palestinian communities, leading to a stark conclusion: Israel is conducting a
war against the very existence of Palestinians in Area C, 60 percent of the
occupied West Bank." 
Have a look at the rest of Ben's article - it includes a section reflecting the worrying
use of dehumanising language about the Palestinians in the Knesset. "Palestinians
were described in the Knesset committee meetings with strikingly dehumanising
language: Palestinian homes, agriculture and the basic infrastructure of life were
called a "virus," "territorial terror" and a "cancer"."

See Ben's article here

Nothing in nature lives for itself

A helpful and relevant thought by Pope Francis

Rivers do not drink their own water; 
Trees do not eat their own fruits. 
The Sun does not shine on itself; 
And flowers do not spread their fragrance for themselves. 
Living for others is a rule of nature... 
We are all born to help each other. 
No matter how difficult it is... 
Life is good when you are happy; 
But it is much better when others are happy because of you.

Pope Francis

I referred to my song Do Unto Others (as you'd have them do to you), from the
Moonrise album, in my last newsletter - we've made a version with the lyrics
now which is up on YouTube - you can find it here

Prayer: The healing hopeful Gospel

Jesus - our liberator, our teacher and our
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guide - 
our healer, our leader and our friend 
You have shown us the way to peace 
through non-violence and love for all 
May we follow your way as members of your
community 
Walking with you means working for justice 
and loving our neighbour - showing your love
in action. 
You have brought the light of peace. 
May we reflect this light in all we do. 
give us courage to speak the truth 
and courage to go where you lead 
And make visible your healing hopeful gospel. 
Amen

Garth’s newsletters, videos and meditational film clips are available free of
advertising and bring no revenue to Garth or The Garth Hewitt Foundation. 
You can support Garth in his continuing creative ministry via the “Support
the GHF” button on Garth’s website here (top right)

Click here to buy Garth's double album
'Songs From the Fifth Gospel'
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Click here to buy Garth's book and/or double
CD 'Against the Grain'
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