
Advent

Christmas Tree, Manger Square, Bethlehem

You should be receiving this
newsletter on or around Christ
the King Sunday, which
always reminds us that
Advent is just around the
corner.

It’s the end of the church’s year
and the beginning of another. I
always love this time of year –
there are normally quite a lot of
Christmas concerts. Of course
this year is different - but in the
midst of all our Covid concerns
people are being creative, and I

am having several Zoom concerts, one of which is in Fort Wayne Indiana; also Amos
Trust is having a couple of Christmas events.

I’ll ask Isobel to include a list of all these events with their links at the end of this
newsletter.

On the 17th of December I am doing a concert with Amos called Against the Grain,
subtitle, Garth’s Christmas “Retirement” Concert. The time has come for me to retire
from my active role with Amos - but of course Amos will always be in my heart and I
will still be committed to it. I'm very grateful for the way Amos continues to develop so
well, even in these difficult times.

I’ve put “retirement” in inverted commas because I heard John Williams
speaking on the radio this morning, the amazing musician who does film
scores, and he said “We can never retire from music!” He is 88 – so I was
inspired by that!

 

http://www.garthhewitt.org
http://www.garthhewitt.org


But Gill and I do feel it’s time to be freer to spend time with the grandchildren, the rest
of the family, and friends - particularly now as we have our seventh grandchild, Arlo,
living in New York!

Click the logo for
info about GHF

As you know, when I stepped aside as Director of Amos
Trust in 2011 we set up The Garth Hewitt Foundation in order
to keep producing resources – my website, songs, books,
liturgies and prayers – and these newsletters.

So these will keep appearing - and no doubt the odd live
concert once Covid allows!

Journey to Bethlehem

As we head through Advent I always feel this is the journey to Bethlehem,
where we can learn afresh the deep truths of Advent and Christmas, and of
course it brings home to us the suffering of the Palestinian community. So
many friends we know in Bethlehem, but also in the rest of the West Bank, in Gaza,
and in Israel. Whilst we’ve been locked down I had hoped that the pressure on the
Palestinians would be lessened but it’s quite shocking how much land snatching and
home demolition has been going on.

For facts about what’s happening I often go to B’TSelem, the Israeli human rights
organisation. I love their name, B’TSelem, because it means “in the image”, thinking
of the phrase in early Genesis that affirms we are all made in the image of God. So it
hurts to see incidents that reject the image in one group.

Here is a link to a B'TSelem film clip
and an article on a community being
expelled from the South Hebron
Hills. It’s a very moving little clip and
there’s an article just beneath it that
tells the story of this community. But
then into the clip comes the army to
demolish and remove people and

there’s a woman who cries out, “God have mercy, have mercy my God!” I thought I
would use her words to be the introduction to a prayer for this community in Masafer
Yatta, and for all Palestinians who are experiencing war crimes and ethnic cleansing.

http://www.garthhewitt.org/category/garth-hewitt/garth-hewitt-foundation/
http://www.garthhewitt.org/category/garth-hewitt/garth-hewitt-foundation/
https://www.btselem.org
https://www.btselem.org
https://www.btselem.org/video/202010_firing_zone_918_an_exercise_in_war_crimes
https://www.btselem.org/video/202010_firing_zone_918_an_exercise_in_war_crimes


I am currently reading a book called The Hundred Years War on Palestine , written by
Rashid Khalidi, and it’s a reminder of how long a particular group of people can suffer
– at the moment their suffering is getting worse, but the world hesitates to
speak up on events that challenge our human values and particularly goes
against not only the Fourth Geneva Convention, but also the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

The host of the concert I am giving on the 6th of December for the community in Fort
Wayne Indiana is asking for an emphasis on the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, to commemorate it. When you look again at that Declaration, as I have in
preparation for the concert, it’s a very wonderful statement which underlines the
humanity and equality of all people. Just to apply that to the experience of the
Palestinians makes us see how far short of these values is their way of life.

The Christians of Palestine have released a very moving
document called A Cry For Hope, through Kairos Palestine.
They have also just released their Christmas Alert, which
is an amazing document that can take us right through
Advent, and it would be wonderful to introduce this to our
churches.

A prayer, using some words from the Kairos Palestine document, and starting
with the words of the woman calling out as her community's homes were being
taken and destroyed.

God have mercy – have mercy my God 
We cannot serve God and the occupation 
It is time, as followers of Jesus, to take decisive action 
The very being of the church, 
The integrity of the Christian faith, 
And the credibility of the Gospel is at stake 
Support for the oppression of the Palestinian people, 
Through silence, word or deed, is a sin 
May we never be silent 
May our churches never be silent

Bethlehem is Calling

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth_Geneva_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Declaration_of_Human_Rights
https://www.cryforhope.org
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/images/kairos-palestine-christmas-alert-2020.pdf


And to a world of wars and violence  
This loving call’s the one to heal us 
So beat the swords to ploughshares - start again

The song Bethlehem is Calling reminds us what a crucial part Bethlehem and the
Holy Land has played in introducing us to the incredible values of the Christian way of
justice and peace. This is a good time for us to be reminded, and the song on
YouTube here takes us to the Church of the Nativity in Manger Square, in the heart
of Bethlehem.

Here it comes from Bethlehem - bow down low, start again 
As a humble, generous God 
Stops to show us the way of love - from Bethlehem

Julian Assange

For some time I’ve been concerned about Julian Assange. The mainline press has
been keeping quiet about what’s happening to him but those who have been
watching the trial carefully feel that there has been some deal done with the United
States. I was particularly struck by words the other day of the great civil rights activist
Dr Cornel West, a very vocal supporter of Julian Assange and the fight to stop his
extradition. Cornel says, “He’s a truth teller. He has been simply laying bare
some of the crimes and lies of the American empire. I am praying for him but I
don’t think it looks good.” Campaigning journalist John Pilger, who has brought the
world's attention to so many issues, says “He’s a political prisoner – like on
Robben Island but he’s in Belmarsh – in the land of Magna Carta – what a
shame.”

Oh God we pray for Julian Assange, 
His health is suffering 
We pray for his protection 
Especially as Belmarsh has Covid  
We pray about his trial, which looks pre-determined 
We pray that his voice will be heard 
And that people will speak up 
He has exposed crimes 
Yet this is the role of a journalist 
So we pray that justice will be done 
And we pray that voices will be raised 
To support him and to publicise this worrying trial  
We pray for freedom for Julian Assange 
Lord in your mercy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1eqLJYYxBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1eqLJYYxBY


Hear our cry

Some of you might be interested in this Facebook page called Pray for Julian
Assange, and this will keep you a little bit up-to-date with his situation, too

A Prayer in the time of Covid

Lord, the Covid-19 virus continues to be a
cause of great concern and suffering 
All around the world. 
We pray for wisdom for all those in authority
who have to make decisions. 
We pray especially for those families who
have lost loved ones to the virus. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer

Garth Hewitt Retirement - a message from Amos Trust

We are creating a book of messages for Garth to mark his retirement this year.
Please add your messages, photos, memories, before 31st December 2020.
Thank you! 
You can do this by following this link

Online events with Garth in December

December 6th, 7pm GMT - Garth Hewitt, Troubadour for Justice, Concert and

https://www.facebook.com/prayforjulianassange
https://www.newlywords.com/garth-hewitt-retirement
https://www.newlywords.com/garth-hewitt-retirement
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87354300960?pwd=KzNRUWl4bWs1NHFsWTc3UmpBZStoQT09#success


conversation 
Commemoration of UN's Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Presented from Fort Worth, Indiana, by Indiana Center for Middle East Peace - a full
concert with Garth in conversation and song Zoom link here

December 6th - December Fest, presented by Zephaniah Trust . Starting at 2pm,
this event will be streamed on YouTube here. Garth's contribution will be two or three
songs during the last hour of the festival, between 7.30 and 8.30pm

December 7th - Amos Trust's Bethlehem Big Give Christmas event  with special
guest and host Sami Awad from Bethlehem - free event but registration required so
follow this link for that

December 17th, 7pm - presented by Amos Trust - Against the Grain, Garth
Hewitt's Christmas Retirement Concert 
A full concert with Garth singing some favourites including seasonal songs,
interspersed with anecdotes from Garth and tributes from around the world. Follow
this link to register for the free event.

There are further requests coming in to Garth, so look out for an update from GHF

Garth has made sheet music available for his song Bethlehem is Calling - £2.50
or special rates for bulk orders - email isobel@garthhewitt.org - you can click
this link to see the sheet music - a beautiful gift, or for community singing once
that's allowed again!

Shopping for Christmas?

Order now - perfect Christmas
listening

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87354300960?pwd=KzNRUWl4bWs1NHFsWTc3UmpBZStoQT09#success
https://www.youtube.com/user/zephstoryteller
https://www.youtube.com/user/zephstoryteller
https://www.amostrust.org/big-give-christmas
https://www.amostrust.org/big-give-christmas
https://www.amostrust.org/goodbye-garth
https://www.amostrust.org/goodbye-garth
mailto:isobel@garthhewitt.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUC999sttfs
http://www.garthhewitt.org/product/peace-at-christmas/


A CD of songs emphasising the
dignity and value of each human
being, with a strong rejection of
the arms trade and war

33 songs, prayers and stories
about the land once known as
‘holy’ – for those on pilgrimage

Garth's autobiography - a
mixture of stories,
theology, wisdom, music,
humour – all building
together to say something
really important… but
gently.

This double CD is a companion
to Garth’s book Against the

http://www.garthhewitt.org/product/my-name-is-palestine-cd/
http://www.garthhewitt.org/product/songs-from-the-fifth-gospel/
http://www.garthhewitt.org/product/against-the-grain-choices-on-a-journey-with-justice/
http://www.garthhewitt.org/product/against-the-grain-double-cd/


Grain, contains some new songs
like Against the Grain itself,
songs from different stages of
Garth’s recordings, and some
demos not previously released.

More CDs and other resources available on Garth's website -
www.garthhewitt.org

Garth’s newsletters, videos and meditational film clips are available free of
advertising and bring no revenue to Garth or The Garth Hewitt Foundation. 
You can support Garth in his continuing creative ministry via the “Support the GHF”
button on Garth’s website here (top right) and by buying his books or CDs
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