
In the storms of life and Mr Kalashnikov!

In the Storms of Life is a song off my most recent album My name is Palestine - or
rather it's a song that has found new life. It was on the album The Road Home as a
simple chorus, and I've now written some verses for it, and this middle section - 
God is weeping at our war machine  
God is wounded by our bombs 
We are making money out of weapons and killing 
And our world is suffering the pain.  
So let's go to the river and lay our weapons down 
And study war no more 
Let's go to the river and be baptised 
And study war no more.

In Moscow - bronze statue of
Mikhail Kalashnikov with the AK-
47 rifle he invented

Kalashnikov "had himself baptised"

Earlier this year I discovered an article in the Guardian
about Mr. Kalashnikov, who invented Kalashnikov
automatic rifles, that seems almost to mirror those last
lines.

In a letter to the head of the Russian Orthodox Church
in May 2012, he said he was in "spiritual pain" over the
number of deaths his invention may have been
responsible for, and revealed that he had first gone to
church at the age of 91, and had himself baptised.

"My spiritual pain is unbearable"

Mr Kalashnikov wrote: “My spiritual pain is unbearable. I keep having the same
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unsolved question: if my rifle claimed people’s lives, then can it be that I... a Christian
and an Orthodox believer, was to blame for their deaths? The longer I live the more
this question drills itself into my brain and the more I wonder why the Lord allowed
man to have the devilish desires of envy, greed and aggression”.

Not in my name

London, 15th February 2003

I did an online concert for Amos Trust
last week, One Day the Wall Will Fall. 
I sang Not In My Name and told the story
of how that came to be written - which
was while I was on the demonstration
against the Iraq war, where between one
and two million people marched to say
this is simply wrong. I talked about how
to me that demonstration had seemed
like a moment of the Holy Spirit – a
huge diversity of people recognised
we were heading somewhere
dangerous for humanity. 
Of course the demonstration was
ignored and I've spoken to many people
whose faith in democratic politics was
undermined by this - is there any point in
demonstrating and raising our voices?
But when one hears the enormity of what
happened we realise the impact of that
war is still going on.

Not In My Name

World leaders are thinking that the answers can come 
In the power of violence from the tank and the gun 
In bombing the people with rockets and planes 
But I want them to know it’s not in my name

They say we’ll stop the terror by going to war 
We’ll terrorise terrorists until there’s no more 
But dealing with the causes would be the better way 
And until we do it’s not in my name

Chorus: 
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Not in my name, not in my name  
When you go to war it’s not in my name  
As the bombers are bombing and the innocent are slain 
I want you to know it’s not in my name

You can hear Not In My Name on YouTube here

“The Iraq war deserves to rank with the greatest war crimes
of our age.”

Recently in The Guardian Simon Jenkins had an article about the five-part
documentary about the Iraq war called ‘Once Upon a time in Iraq’ - what he
writes is very powerful. He says, "In among the footage of the 2003 war we hear
the calm narrative of people whose lives were traumatised by the conflict, who
witnessed the gut-wrenching obscenity of two great democracies using death and
destruction to pursue their leaders’ political agenda. It shows that the morality of
power projection has not advanced since the Middle Ages..."

Simon Jenkins goes on, "I visited Baghdad shortly after the invasion to interview its
governor, Paul Bremer, and was left gasping at the lawlessness. Outside the fortified
Green Zone there were no police. We saw shops looted, Baghdad's museum gutted,
tanks crashed down city streets... The invaders were not just toppling a dictator.
Public buildings were destroyed with 'shock and awe' bombing... All Iraqis were
punished for the sins of Saddam. Again it was medieval."

“When I asked Bremer how he could possibly restore law and order that way, I shall
not forget his shrug… The 2003 war was truly a replica Fourth Crusade, a wild
military adventure that went terribly wrong. When Barack Obama finally withdrew US
forces in 2011 the corrupt and insecure regime collapsed. There then arose the most
sickening insurgency of modern times, Isis.

Britain had no reason to take part in this fiasco... The conventional wisdom is to
blame Tony Blair… Blair was certainly the prime mover... but… his cabinet
overwhelmingly agreed with him with just three ministerial resignations… they were
swept up by the emotion of war.”

Summing up Simon Jenkins says: “The Iraq war deserves to rank with the
greatest war crimes of our age. I find it extraordinary that the errors and horrors
illustrated in this documentary should go unpunished.”

On the album Against
the Grain I include a
'demo' of a song that I
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had written about the
Iraq war but not
previously released. 
It’s called We Don’t Do
Body Counts which are
some disturbing words
of General Tommy
Franks - just that quote,

I added the other comments as I was trying to get inside a mind that could say that.

We Don't Do Body Counts

We don’t do body counts said General Tommy Franks  
Iraqi citizens don’t matter to us  
We’ll count our own dead - they’re made in God’s image  
But we don’t do body counts of Iraqis we’ve killed.

We bomb with shock and awe - to wipe out more and more  
But we don’t do body counts - who are they to us?  
They’re not made in God’s image - they’re only Iraqis  
Like all Arabs and Muslims - they’re nothing to us.  
Why do they hate us when we give them our freedom? 
And kill them till they take it - what more can we do?

But Jesus does body counts - and Jesus is watching 
And says love your neighbour and your enemy too 
And Jesus does body counts and Jesus is waiting  
And Jesus is weeping over all that we’ve killed 
Weeping for Abu Ghraib and for Guantanamo 
And for all those that we’ve tortured in our civilised way

And Jesus does body counts and Jesus is watching 
And Jesus is weeping ‘cos the world’s lost its way.

You can hear We Don't Do Body Counts on YouTube here

Put Palestine back on the map

There's a campaign at the
moment asking Google to include
Palestine in their online maps -
Google, Apple, and some other
online maps have never

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0nCrP3tPQc


maps taken from Palestine Solidarity Campaign's free
download leaflet - click for more information

acknowledged Palestine. Nearly
140 countries around the world
recognise the State of Palestine -
it should be on their maps! 
My longtime friend Wisam,
manager of the Walled Off Hotel
in Bethlehem, remembered my
first song about Palestine - Where
is the Land of Palestine? He wrote
to me and suggested I put it out -
it could be part of the campaign.

So we quickly did what Wisam
suggested, and made a YouTube version of Where is the Land of Palestine?,
which you can see here - we also put it on Facebook and it's had an
enthusiastic reception there!

Sing for peace, for love, for justice...

I did a live online concert on the 23rd of July to encourage support for Amos Trust's
Just Walk Again project. 
It was fun getting the concert together - the songs were videoed ahead of time and
the chat was live - and once we got rid of a few technological gremlins all seemed to
work well. Here’s a link to the online concert in case you missed it .

Before the concert, I had an encouraging message from Bishop Riah Abu el Assal,
who was the previous Bishop of Jerusalem and had me made a Canon of St
George's Cathedral. Bishop Riah said, "Sing for peace, for love, for justice, for life
with dignity and for Palestine.”

What beautiful words - thank you Riah.

A Thought and a Prayer

In the storms of life we are not alone  
Even in the darkest times we are not alone

"Do not get lost in a sea of despair. 
Be hopeful, be optimistic, 
Our struggle is not the struggle of a day, a week, a
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month, or a year 
It is the struggle of a lifetime.  
Never, ever be afraid to make some noise 
And get in good trouble, necessary trouble" 
A tweet from the late great activist John Lewis in June
2018

God our companion, 
Thank you that you walk beside us in these difficult
times 
And when we get into good trouble and necessary
trouble 
You are there 
We pray for peace and healing in our world  
May the ways of conflict, violence and weapons 
Be rejected. 
May the obsessive love of money and armaments 
Be rejected. 
And may the love of neighbour, friends, strangers and refugees 
Be always our way of living. 
May we walk in the footsteps of Jesus, 
Taking time to pause and be refreshed 
And find hope listening quietly to the prophetic voices  
Garth Hewitt

And may the God who dances in creation 
Who embraces us with human love 
Who shapes our lives like thunder 
Bless us and drive us out with power 
To fill the world with her justice 
A prayer from St Hilda Community

Garth’s newsletters, videos and meditational film clips are available 
free of advertising and bring no revenue to Garth or The Garth Hewitt
Foundation. 
You can support Garth in his continuing creative ministry via the “Support the
GHF” button on Garth’s website here (top right)
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order your copy of the double CD
Songs from the Fifth Gospel here

order your copy of My Name Is
Palestine here

Order your copy of
Against the Grain, either
the double CD or the
book, here
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