
A prayer for when the powerful are saying no to peace

The other night the United States said no to a ceasefire

Britain was one of the countries that abstained. 
Both the US and the UK supply weapons to Israel - so someone is making a profit.

 

http://www.garthhewitt.org
http://www.garthhewitt.org


O God, we are grateful for the organisations that consistently witness to non-
violence 
But we are deeply saddened by the powerful countries that refuse to speak up
for peace. 
When we see with great sadness the effect of the war on Gaza 
We wonder how some of the powerful 
Can walk by on the other side. 
May the hearts of those who say no to ceasefire 
be changed 
So that the powerlessness and suffering may cease  
And a way be found out of this terrible conflict 
Into a path of healing and hope.  
Amen

For many of us this is the most hideous moment in our lives , as we see



particularly the number of children who are being killed, injured, or traumatised. 
But America said no to peace. 
No wonder young people in the States have taken to calling President Biden
“Genocide Joe”. 
But then we look at our own country - 
and weapons seem to win, over the lives of children - the average age of the people
who have been killed in Gaza is 5 years old.

The Pope has talked about the Gaza conflict having gone beyond war and “become
terrorism.” 
The brutal attack on the children would seem to reflect that. 
I was watching the television news and a distraught little lad, maybe seven or eight,
looked at the camera and said, “We didn’t do anything wrong!” 
Just like any little child would when trying to point out something wasn’t his fault. 
If this doesn’t make us weep, one might ask where our humanity has gone?

From a traumatised little child through to wise words from a Jewish academic, Noam
Chomsky: 
“Israel uses sophisticated attack jets and navel vessels to bomb densely crowded
refugee camps, schools, apartment blocks, mosques and slums, to attack a
population that has no Air Force, no air defence, no heavy weapons, no artillery units,
no mechanised armour, no command in control, no army, and calls it a war. It is not
war it is murder.” 
So now we have Noam pointing out that it’s murder, the Pope pointing out that
it’s terrorism - obviously it’s a war crime.

O God, hear our cry for peace and justice.

Voices from Palestine

A Word from Revd Dr Mitri Raheb

"The Christians in Gaza belong to the oldest Christian community in the world,
going back to the first century. In the fourth century, Gaza was a major Christian
mission hub until 1948. Gaza, located in a major trade route, with a vibrant port was



a cosmopolitan city, very affluent and thriving. Today there are less than 1000
Christians living in Gaza. Two-thirds of them are Greek Orthodox, one-third Roman
Catholic. Their roots are deeply rooted in that city. Yet around half of them are
displaced people, refugees from 1948 from Jaffa and Lydda. Yet this small
community [keeps playing] a major role in their society, running eight institutions, five
schools, one hospital and two vocational educational centers." 
You can hear/read the rest of Mitri's thoughts here 
Mitri organised an online event called 'Hope from Bethlehem: Peace for Palestine',
with a variety of international musicians - you can see my contribution here  and the
contribution of the other artists here

from Suhaila Tarazi, Director of Al Ahli Hospital, Gaza; I wrote to Suhaila after
the hospital was bombed, and this is her very moving reply

Dear Garth, 
You have no idea how much I appreciate your kind prayers and thoughts for me, the
medical staff and the hospital. 
It is tragic to witness the haven of calm and peace reduced to ruins in many parts of
Ahli. 
The bombardment was the very last thing I could imagine - unfortunately, those kids
who accompanied me on my hospital visit are always in my thoughts. They were
singing for peace in Gaza, without realizing that it was their last day on earth. I pray to
God for ability to forget and forgive. 
Again I appreciate your prayer, support and words of encouragement. I would
appreciate it if you could also offer prayers for those who are injured, displaced and
for those who lost their loved ones and for those who have lived the pain and agony.
May God prevail His peace in every corner of this land. 
Suhaila

from Zoughbi Alzoughbi, Founder and Director of Wi’am Palestinian Conflict
Transformation Centre; when we got in touch with Zoughbi this very
encouraging letter came back

So good to hear from you. 
We are weathering the weather. We are facing the challenges, hardships and
difficulties with more work and equipped with faith and armed with hope. We are
offering psycho social support to all needed people to cast out their anxiety and fear,
offering medical assistance with other organizations besides helping in providing food
packages for those in need. Job creation opportunities is a must nowadays to keep
the dignity of people and to help them earn their money in more respectful ways
specially when most people lost their jobs. We are in dire need for responding to the
growing needs of our people. 
Thanks for your warm thoughts, empathy, empowerment, support, compassion,
solidarity, prayers and agape. 
Blessings on all walks of your life 

https://www.palestine-studies.org/en/node/1654469
https://youtu.be/EPnObR1C7vE
http://www.bethlehem.org
https://afedj.org/institution/ahli-arab-hospital-gaza-city/
https://www.alaslah.org


Zoughbi Zoughbi

They've Cancelled Christmas

As we come to our Christmas season I find it hard to sing some of the songs
and carols. 
In fact the churches within Bethlehem have decided not to put up any decorations this
year. 
As the Pastor of the Lutheran Church in Bethlehem and lecturer at Bethlehem Bible
College, Munther Isaac, says, “When there’s a genocide going on, you can’t
celebrate.” 
And so you may well have seen the picture of Jesus in a pile of rubble, as they are
pointing out that they will not be celebrating Christmas this year. 
You can see and hear Munther saying those words here

Click here to see the YouTube version of the song They've Cancelled Christmas

While we are in Bethlehem...

As many of you know our daughter Abi is co-founder and CEO of the
organisation Love Welcomes - you can read more about the Community
Interest Company here. They have a ceramics workshop in the occupied West

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMyjywN-8Ac
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/palestine-israel/2023/12/07/baby-jesus-lies-amid-rubble-in-bethlehem-church-christmas-nativity-scene/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMyjywN-8Ac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMyjywN-8Ac
https://www.lovewelcomes.org/
https://www.lovewelcomes.org


Bank, and here is a note from Abi about it.

Chalice & Paten made by refugee women in Bethlehem

Our team of refugee women upcycle materials or create ceramics that are beautiful,
handmade home products that we sell all over the world. We think big and change
one life at a time. Four displaced women in occupied Bethlehem have made a
ceramic and paten for Love Welcomes.

These artistic pieces are used on altars to hold the bread and wine that is shared with
the congregation, thus they become a sign of peace and a prayer for hope.

Loving God, 
In this terrible time of war and genocide 
May these items be a focus on Bethlehem  
And a reminder that right at the heart 
Of the message of Christmas this year 
The Christians have cancelled Christmas. 
May we not forget them. 
And may these symbols be reminders 

https://www.lovewelcomes.org


That this community should not be forgotten  
In the horror of life in the occupied West Bank 
And in Gaza at this time 
Maybe these items can help us focus our thoughts  
On this deeply wounded community

seen on a Facebook post, the words - Anyone else
struggling with work-genocide balance?

As I mentioned earlier, for many of us this is a most hideous moment in our
lives, and I saw these words on a Facebook post.

I started to look at some of the songs that I’ve done over the years and I’ve got one
called ‘Peace at Christmas.’ It seems to lend itself to a slight change of words this
year:

Let peace come down this Christmas  
Upon a broken land  
Let peace come down with justice  
On Gaza and the occupied West Bank 
Let peace come down this Christmas  
Upon a broken land  
Let peace come down with justice  



And let’s all take a stand

Here is another song, Light a Candle in the Darkness, if you
need some quiet moments to pause and draw strength

He did not come in wealth and grandeur  
He did not stand with those of power 

He had no status to commend him 
He was homeless - he was poor 

But he came to heal the wounded 
And he came to heal the scars 

Of a world that's bruised and broken  
Where the image has been marred

Prayer for Gaza and the Occupied West Bank

Adapted from a prayer written in 2009

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuFSep_lYl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuFSep_lYl8


The people of Gaza with nowhere to run 
They are imprisoned under a harsh siege 
Bombed by the most sophisticated new weapons 
And then attacked in their own streets and houses 
O God, where can they find refuge? 
No one has listened to their suffering for seventy-five years  
O God of the oppressed and suffering  
We see you in the wounded and dying of Gaza 
We hear their cries of pain 
We share their tears 
May we never be silent in the face of such pain 
O God, may world leaders at last hear the cries of the children 
And the suffering of Gaza 
May the siege be removed 
The gates be opened 
May they be allowed to have food, water, medicine, 
Human rights, dignity, justice, democracy 
O God hear the cry of Gaza 
Also we pray for those who are suffering in the occupied West Bank 
May freedom come, may healing come, may hope come 
May they be treated as we would like to be treated 
And we pray for the people of Israel because there will be no peace for them  
Until the occupation ends and the siege is over  
No peace for them until justice comes to Palestine 
And we pray that peace will come soon  
And that each person will recognise the value of the other  
And that Israel and Palestine become holy lands once more



Click on the image to purchase the Chalice and
Paten set

Click here to follow the work of Love Welcomes and to see what items they are
able to ship to us all as important symbols and items to support the community
that so desperately needs us. 
The Chalice and Paten set are £150 
You can purchase these items here. Please input “LOVE 25” for £25 off your
purchase.
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